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As an Administrative Fellow at Children’s Colorado, Ryan Calhoun has a busy schedule. In addition to his 

full workdays, which are filled with everything from giving presentations about the organization’s five-

year roadmap to working with a team to refine payer strategies, Calhoun coaches peewee hockey. He’s 

with his team of 10-to-12-year-old boys at the University of Denver four to five days a week.  

Calhoun is not only teaching his team about hockey and the importance of teamwork, but also about the 

importance of giving back. Over the Christmas break, Ryan and his team, the Denver Junior Pioneers, 

adopted a family of eight at Children’s Colorado.  

“They gave up their Saturday to shop for the family and buy them everything from diapers to a crib and 

even a computer for the teenagers to do their homework,” Calhoun said.   

Calhoun said his team and many of their siblings were excited to get involved, and the experience taught 

them that there are people who don’t have the same luxuries that they do.  

While Calhoun feels it’s important to teach his team lessons that are bigger than hockey, their play on 

the ice hasn’t suffered. They’re currently undefeated in their division, and if they win their games on 

Saturday and Sunday, they’ll need just one more win to be crowned division champs. 

Calhoun said he tries to teach his team “the value of being smart, fast and physical on the ice,” 

attributes that recently landed them a spot in an international tournament in a small town in Canada, 

the only American team to qualify.  

“During opening ceremonies, they had the chance to interact with the Canadian teams to learn what life 

is like in their small towns,” Calhoun said.  

And while winning has been great, Calhoun said he always emphasizes to his team that hockey is 

supposed to be fun. 

Hockey was an integral part of Calhoun's childhood, carrying him to Canada when he was 17 to play in 

the Superior International Junior Hockey League for the Borderland Thunder, now known as the Fort 

Frances Lakers.  

“The game did a lot for me and taught me a lot about life, so I try to pass that along to my team,” 

Calhoun said.  

He said he hopes to continue coaching peewee hockey. “They’ve really reinvigorated my love for the 

game. It has been a great way for me to give back and get to know the community.”  


